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Completion of the International Student Center’s 
Intensive Japanese Language Course, 

Japanese Language and Culture Studies Program and 
Hokkaido University Short-Term Exchange Program (HUSTEP)

Activity by HUISD*
The Hokudai Network for Global Sustainability Derived from

SD Symposium in Summer 2006

▲Intensive Japanese Language Course 

 trainees

The Closing Ceremony for students who completed the International Student Center�s Intensive Japanese Lan-

guage Course, Japanese Language and Culture Studies Program and Hokkaido University Short-Term Exchange 

Program (HUSTEP) was held at the Clark Memorial Student Center at 4:00 p.m. on August 4 (Fri.).

The Intensive Japanese Language Course is a six-month training course designed to enable international stu-

dents recommended by their respective embassies to develop their understanding and proficiency in Japanese be-

fore they enroll at graduate schools.  Twenty-one students from 19 countries who began the course in April 2006 

completed the course on this day.  Seventeen of them will enroll in HU�s graduate schools and the remaining four in 

other universities in October.

The two HU researchers who took the course were also present at the Closing Ceremony of the Intensive Japa-

nese Language Course.

The Japanese Language and Culture Studies Program refers to a one-year training course intended to teach the 

Japanese language and culture as well as the state of affairs in Japan to undergraduate international students who 

are enrolled in departments that provide education concerning the Japanese language and culture in their respec-

tive countries.  Eighteen students from 12 countries who took the course in October 2005 completed the course.  

They are the 25th-term graduates from this course.

Established in October 1997, the HUSTEP aims to provide international students from Exchange Agreement Stu-

dents with an opportunity to study courses offered in English.  Thirty-one students from 21 Exchange Agreement 

Schools who enrolled in October 2005 attended the Closing Ceremony.

During the Closing Ceremony, each student received his or her completion certificate from Dr. Takeshi Kishinami, 

Director of the International Student Center, under the watchful eyes of guests and instructors, which was then fol-

lowed by the Director�s congratulatory speech.  The Ceremony was a memorable event for the students.

After the Closing Ceremony, a celebration was held at the lounge of the International Student Center.  With the 

toast proposed by Dr. Okada, Dean of the School of Law, students began conversing with their instructors and 

guests.  During the party, international students who represented their respective courses enlivened the atmosphere 

by sharing their memories of pleasant campus life, including their Japanese language lessons.  With a pep talk from 

Dr. Koshiba, Dean of the Graduate School of Information Science and Technology, the celebration was brought to a 

close and the students reluctantly parted with their teachers and friends.

The Hokkaido University International Symposium on Sustaina-

ble Development was the first multidisciplinary international 

meeting of its kind, bringing together educators of higher educa-

tional institutes and researchers together to share their views on 

sustainable development of the world. Around 950 educators 

and researchers from 19 different countries and regions, repre-

senting fields as diverse as Earth Science, Ecology, Veterinary, 

Engineering, Political Science, Education and more, gathered for 

three days in Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan on August 7-9, 2006. 

The Symposium ended with proposals made for the creation 

of a network, named, the �Hokudai Network for Global Sustaina-

bility.� (�Hokudai� is a very popular nickname for HU in Japan.) 

The purpose of the Network is to accelerate education and re-

search on Sustainable Development by sharing ideas and infor-

mation through the internet, therefore increasing exposure of its 

methods and increasing opportunities for collaborative activities. 

The information will be available soon at the following website.  

Hokudai Network for Global Network: http://www.hokudai.ac.jp/huisd/en/

Partner Universities’ contribution to Symposium

Thirteen partner universities sent their faculty members to the 

Hokkaido University International Symposium on Sustainable 

Development with eight of them making posters and fliers to as-

sist their respective institution. Their contribution made the sym-

posium fruitful in academic terms, and enhanced our students� 

interests on exchange programs between partner schools. 

▲Japanese Language and Culture Studies 

 Program trainees

▲Hokkaido University Short-Term 

 Exchange Program (HUSTEP) students

*About HUISD
Aspiring to become a more international university, 
Hokkaido University launched the new �Hokkaido Uni-
versity Initiative for Sustainable Development (HUISD)� 
project in 2005.  A headquarter responsible for this 
project was established, with the expectation of 
strengthening the foundation for HU�s internationaliza-
tion policy to be fulfilled in five years� time by March 
2009 (FY 2008).

Chonbuk National University (The Republic of Korea)

Chungnam National University (The Republic of Korea)

Institute National Polytechnique de Grenoble (The Republic of France)

Nankai University (The People�s Republic of China)

Portland State University (U.S.A)

Pukyong National University (The Republic of Korea)

Seoul National University (The Republic of Korea)

The University of Adelaide (Australia)

The University of Alberta (Canada)

The University of Auckland (New Zealand)

Université Joseph Fourier (The Republic of France)

University of Geneva (Swiss Confederation)

University of Hawai�i (U.S.A.)

University of Massachusetts (U.S.A.)

University of Science and Technology Beijing (The People�s Republic of China)

Yeungnam University (The Republic of Korea) 


Many Thanks to: (Alphabetical order)

▲Poster session

▲Panel discussion

▲Partner university introduction corner 

 




