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Akira Suzuki 
University Professor and Emeritus Professor,  
Hokkaido University, Japan 
*born on 12 September 1930 

 

PROFILE 
“Suzuki Cross-coupling Reaction” of organic boron compounds in the 

presence of palladium as a catalyst and base presented in 1979- had a 

profound impact on a wide range of research. He was awarded the 2010 

Nobel Prize in Chemistry for “palladium-catalyzed cross couplings in 

organic synthesis”.  

“Suzuki Cross-coupling Reactions” has applications in various fields（e.g., 

medicine, agricultural chemicals, liquid crystals used in IT equipment, 

and organic EL as a new generation of luminescent materials）, and 

represents a major contribution to the development and commercial 

manufacture of products commonly seen in today’s world. 

 
EDUCATION 
1954 B.S., Department of Chemistry, School of Science, Hokkaido University 

1956 M.S., Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido University 

1960 Ph.D. in Chemistry, Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido University 

 

CAREER 
1959-1961  Research Assistant, School of Science, Hokkaido University 

1961-1973  Associate Professor, Faculty of Engineering, Hokkaido University 

1963-1965  Postdoctoral Fellow, Purdue University, U.S.A. 

1973-1994  Professor, Faculty of Engineering, Hokkaido University 

1988    Visiting Professor, University of Wales, U.K. 

1994    Emeritus Professor, Hokkaido University 

1994-1995  Professor, Okayama University of Science, Japan 

1995-2002  Professor, Kurashiki University of Science and the Arts, Japan 

2001    Visiting Professor, Purdue University, U.S.A. 

2002    Visiting Professor, Academia Sinica and National Taiwan University, Taiwan 

2006    Distinguished Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Hokkaido University 

2006    Honorary Professor, Shanghai Institute of Organic Chemistry, Chinese Academy of  

Sciences, China 

2010    Distinguished Professor, Catalysis Research Center, Hokkaido University 

2012    Honorary Degree, University of Ioannina, Greece 

2014       Emeritus Professor, Xi'an Jiaotong University, China 

2015       University Professor, Hokkaido University, Japan 

2016       Honorary Chair Professorship, National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

2001 Honorary Member, Argentine Organic Chemistry Society, Argentina 

2005 Honorary Member, The Chemical Society of Japan 

2005 Honorary Member, The Society of Synthetic Organic Chemistry, Japan 

2009 Fellow, Royal Society of Chemistry, U.K. 
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2010 Cooperating Member, Science Council of Japan 
2011 Member, The Japan Academy 

2012 Honorary Member, Catalysis Society of Japan 

2012 Honorary Fellow, Royal Society of Chemistry, U.K. 

2015    Honorary Member of Science Council of Japan 

 

AWARDS 
1986 Weissberger-Williams Lectureship Award (Eastman Kodak Co., U.S.A.) 

1987 Korean Chemical Society Testimonial 

1989 Chemical Society of Japan Award 

1995 DowElanco Lectureship Award (Ohio State University, U.S.A.) 

2000 Herbert C. Brown Lecturer Award (Purdue University, U.S.A.) 

2001 Distinguished Lecturer Award (Queen’s University, Canada and Pfizer Co., U.S.A.) 

2004 Special Award in Synthetic Organic Chemistry, Japan (Society of Synthetic Organic  

Chemistry, Japan) 

2004 Japan Academy Award 

2005 The Order of the Sacred Treasure, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon (Government of Japan) 

2009 Paul Karrer Gold Medal, Switzerland 

2010 The Order of Culture (Government of Japan) 

2010 Nobel Prize in Chemistry 

2011 H.C. Brown Award for Creative Research in Synthetic Methods (American Chemical  

Society) 


