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HANDBOOK FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

(INFORMATION FOR INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS)

(NEWSLETTER FROM HOKKAIDO
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(HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY GUIDANCE FOR
STUDENTS FROM OVERSEAS)
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Issues in Contemporary Japanese Society
2 Credits
Instructor:
Peter Firkola

International Student Center

Objective:
This course examines current issues in modern Japanese society. This course will focus on a wide variety
of areas including politics, education, culture, and the economy. The objective of this course isto provide

students with an insight into current trends in order to better understand modern Japanese society.

Course Description:

A detailed syllabus outlining the activities of each week will be given on the first day of class. The
following is a general overview:

Week 1 General Introduction

Week 2 Historical / Cultural Background

Week 3-5 Social Issues

Week 6-7 Educational |ssues

Week 8 Economic Issues

Week 9 Field Trip: Visit to Japanese Company
Week 10-11  Political Issues

Week 12 Guest Lecture: Global Issues

Week 13-14  Presentations
Week 15 Wrap Up: Future Trends in Japanese Society

Textbooks / References:
A detailed reading list will be provided on the first day of class. A reading assignment will be given each
week. Students will be expected to discuss the assigned readings.

Grading:
Evaluation will be based on class attendance, class participation, aterm paper and a class presentation of

the paper. Detailed information will be provided on the first day of class.
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A series of international symposia organized by the Research Institute for Electronic Science
(RIES), Hokkaido University, have started in 1999 (RIES-Hokudai Symposium). The fourth
symposium will be held as a memorial event of the 10th anniversary since this vear marks the 10th
anniversary of the re—foundation of RIES. Qur Institute has started in 1983 for cpening up a new
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research area named ~Electronic Science”. For this reason,
we have now a variety of specialists, which include those in biology, chemistry, electronics, physics
and mathematics. All the specialists attempt to create the area of Nano—Science by collzborating
with each other. The symposium will focus on the advanced science which is symbolized by a single
Chiress character (Japanese kanji) of ”*f!é[Ki]”, which means principle, mechanism, construction or
devize. Kanji ideoms with i , which have their special meanings, are composed by combining
another kanji We have invited overseas and domestic distinguished scientists, and the discussion
will be done in the interdisiplinary and transdisciplinary field of photoscience, material science and
life science, with a special attention to function et , mechanism g and machinery HER;

in nature.
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Symposium on Physics of Ice Core

Records Physics of Ice Core Records

9th International Symposium on Chromaffin

The Adrenal Chromaffin Cell Cell Biology 1998

New Aspects of Perinatal Medicine

and Perinatal Hemostasis 1998

Water Resources and Water Supply in |International Symposium on Water Resources

the 21th Century and Water Supply in the 21th Century 1999
The 7th Sapporo Symposium on Biological

Circadian Clocks and Entrainment Rhythm 1999
The 2nd International Symposium on Sap

Tree Sap Utilization in Bifuka 2000

Physics of Ice Core Records Symposium on Physics of Ice Core Records 2000

Zeitgebers,Entrainment and Masking |The 8th Sapporo Symposium on Biological

of the Circadian System Rhythm 2001

Circadian Clocks as Multi- The 9th Sapporo Symposium on Biological

Oscillation System Rhythm 2003

Technology Innovation and Its

Relations to Humanities and Social [Seoul National University-Hokkaido

Sciences University 2001 Joint Symposium 2003
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